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panied by much danger, and that the description of the woman fleeing before the dragon, in the Apocalypse, is a direct allusion to their adventures. The Pharisees in the west of Palestine devoted themselves ever more and more to subtle disquisitions on the Law. Rabbis of authority gave answers to questions answering to the Resfonsa frudentum of early Roman jurisprudence, and out of these, in the course of time., was to grow up the Talmud.
The Christian community in the East kept as close to the traditions of James and to the Jewish law as circumstances permitted, but held firmly to the belief that Jesus was the Messiah, mixing up, however, with their recollections of him many ideas which were not his, but which arose in the midst of their community.
One of the many places to which the Jewish middle class had fled before the siege of Titus was Bether, a few miles to the south-west of Jerusalem ; and after the fall of the city, the fugitives there were reinforced by a considerable number of people belonging to what would be called, in the revolutionary terminology of the present day, the Party of Action. It was at Bether that some person unknown, filled with patriotic enthusiasm, composed the curious romance known as the Book of Judith, which